
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel        

Department: Economics and Finance    Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

 If yes, in which course?   Independent Study 

 If yes, for how many credit hours?  3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Dr. Evrensel’s office, AH 3134; visits to Lovejoy Library 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity: 

I already published a textbook in International Finance. Currently I am organizing my notes for an International 

Trade book. The timing is very good for this project because I teach International Trade in spring, which will help 

me to focus on this subject. I already have extensive typed notes on the theory. What is lacking right now is policy 

issues. A good amount of material has to be collected regarding the reality of trade policies in the U.S. as well as in 

other countries.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The main responsibility of the student would be to search and summarize findings in professional journals and the 

media as well as on relevant websites such as the World Trade Organization. The student will not be gazing at an 

enormous amount of information without any direction from me. On the contrary, I will provide the blue print of 

material collection to the student as to where to look to gather the information and how to organize the information.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Student(s) should have a solid knowledge about International Trade Policies. Because discussions on this issue are 

politically charged in the media, student(s) will have an opportunity to distinguish fact from fiction when it comes to 

trade policies. Additionally, even though laymen think that organizations such as the World Trade Organization is 

powerful, the reality is very different in that the structure of these organizations do not necessarily allow them to 

make nations behave in desired ways. Understanding the reality of trade policies would be an important academic 

gain for any university student.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I do not have a set date for weekly meetings with student(s); however, as I am doing this semester, it is very 

important for me that we meet every week at an agreed upon time for an hour.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A 

 



Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Rather than prerequisites, I'd be more interested to have student(s) who are academically successful (e.g., high GPA) 

and intellectually engaged.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Because of the topic, a keen interest in policy issues is a must. It is sometimes the case that people have very 

specific ideas regarding policies, which show up as strong convictions. While this does not in any way bother me, I 

would like the student to have an open mind when it comes to scientific research and still be able to think about 

ideas/suggestions even though they are not necessarily correspond to his/her convictions.  

 

 


